THE WJH3SND   THE   SERPENT

to. But, in addition to this, we are told that the
same deluder, putting on garments            red

colour, assumed a benevolent aspect|^o?Ipcak-
ing in soft and agreeable tones, addr||||d others
of the Daitya family ; and these wer<S|nduced to
deviate from their religious duties, and become
Bauddhas* (Buddhists). It is further said, that
the Daityas became perverted, so that not one
of them admitted the authority of the Vedas.3

In the passages just quoted, the origin^ Di-
gambara Jainas are evidently referred to. ^nere
is no mention of the later Swetambara, or Wjiite-
robed sect. The legend, therefore, must be an
early one. Religious asceticism appears to have
been a very ancient institution in India. We are
told, on Brahmanical authority, of rajas who in
early times, resigned the sovereignty to their sons
and retired to the forest to lead a life of ascetism.
Thus Agnidhra, grandson of Manu, his son
Nabhi, Rishaba son of Nabhi, and his son Bharata
are all said to have resigned their thrones and
become hermits.3 Of these Rishaba is called an
Arnat,* and is said to have died naked.6 He, and
Sumati his grandson, are claimed, by the Jainas,
as Tirthakaras, or deified anchorets of that sect.8

1 Vishnu Purana, III. xviii. 340, 341.         2 Ib.

3 Vishnu Purana, Wilson, II. i. 162, 164.

* Gaina Sutras, Jacobi, 281.

6 Vishnu Purana, II. i. 163.      8 Gaina Sutras, 280, 282.
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